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 Regular Meeting-    

The regular meeting of the City of Port Jervis Common Council was held in the Council Chambers, 20 Hammond Street, Port 
Jervis, New York on Monday November 12th, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. 

Attendance-    

All members of the Common Council were present except Dominick Santini. George Belcher and Stanley Siegel arrived during 
executive session. Also present were City Clerk Treasurer Robin Waizenegger, Deputy City Clerk Treasurer Bobbie Jo Muller and 
Corporation Counsel William Bavoso. 
Meeting opened at 6:00 pm by Mayor Kelly Decker.   

Pledge of Allegiance-  
Kelly Decker led all present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
A motion was made by Regis Foster and seconded by David Bavoso for an executive session to discuss a potential additional 
contract with CHA on the bridge project, possible hiring of a part-time bus driver, the CSEA MOA, a potential contract for 
services related to the annexation process with Barton and Logudice with an invitation to CHA representatives, DPW Director 
Jack Farr and City Clerk Treasurer Robin Waizenegger.   The Council will also seek advice from legal counsel on issues regarding 
a non-Union Health Benefit issue, Deerpark water customer shutoffs and any other attorney client privileged as necessary. 
 

AYE: 5   ABSENT: 3 (Santini, Belcher, Siegel)   NAYS: 0   ABSTAIN: 0 CARRIED 
 

Meeting adjourned to executive session at 6.01 pm. 
Meeting reconvened from executive session at 7:00pm 
 
The Mayor advised that from this point forward the Council Meetings will begin at 6:30 for the purposes of executive session.  
The regular portion of the meeting will convene at 7:15 pm.  If it is known in advance that additional time is necessary for 
executive session  the start time will be moved to 6pm as necessary. 
 
Youth Report- Mallory Conklin gave the Youth report which included information as follows: 
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Senior and Veterans Report- Councilman Siegel repeated his advice to seniors and veterans of the current Open enrollment 
period for Medicare coverage options.  He warned seniors about on-going scams telephone and internet scams as well as SSI 
scams. He reminded both seniors and veterans about the importance and availability of flu shots. 
 
He also thanked the agencies that provided free meals to veterans on Veterans day. 
 
Presentation:  Representatives from CHA gave a presentation on the current status of the bridge project with projections that it 
will be completed earlier than projected and could possibly be open for traffic by Christmas day depending on the weather.  
There will be a shutdown by the contractor for three months shortly thereafter with a start up again scheduled in spring for 
finish work.  
 
Minutes Approved-Motion by George Belcher seconded by Regis Foster to approve the minutes of the October 28th, 2019 
regular meeting. 

AYE: 7   ABSENT: 1 (Santini)   NAYS: 0   ABSTAIN: 0 CARRIED 
 
For the Good of the City –  
 
Carol Zalek – Congratulated everyone on the election.  She voiced her concerns regarding the traffic and access at the transfer 
station and had concerns that the County changed their access hours. 
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The Mayor and Mrs. Trovei provided information that upon review of the cameras at that site there is no evidence of 
unauthorized access.  Right now, there are construction vehicles due to the bridge construction which will discontinue shortly.  
Mrs. Trovei also explained that vehicle traffic on a roadway does not constitute a violation of the noise ordinance.   Ms. Zalek 
then requested a speed monitor be placed there as a preventive measure.  The Council will consider her request. 
 
Barbara Marsalek - Congratulated everyone on the election especially Lisa Randazzo as the first female Councilwoman-at-large. 
She stated that she feels there are several priorities for the new council as follows: 

Wards 2 & 3 sidewalks, high curbs, poor drainage, removal of their personal property during construction and their 
site plans 
Ward 3 & 4 the amount of vacant properties breeding rodents, rats and bats 

She also questioned the reported decrease in crime, concern about drugs, demographics and lack of diversity on the Port Jervis 
police force. 
 
Ed DeGroat claims that he magically got a driveway.  Information was obtained from the building department verifying his 
driveway.  He also complained about not receiving FOIL requests and/or receiving useless documents. 
 
Laura Myers questioned when the sidewalk replacement will be occurring on Front Street.  The mayor indicated that the work 
will likely begin in the spring. 
 
Mr. Peter Grech expressed his concerns regarding the rights of free speech in Port Jervis. 
 
Business:  
 
Ms. Randazzo- She thanked Henry Dunn and the veteran volunteers for the parade and ceremonies for Veteran’s day. 
She announced a presentation that will occur on Thursday 11/21 at the Drew Methodist Church on Criminal Justice Reform by 
the Orange County District Attorney. 
 
A motion was made by Lisa Randazzo and seconded by George Belcher to approve the CSEA Memorandum of Agreement as 
settlement of contract negotiations. 
 

AYE: 7   ABSENT: 1 (Santini)   NAYS: 0   ABSTAIN: 0 CARRIED 
 
At the recent plumbing and electrical meetings fees and exams were discussed.  Several one-time licenses were approved and it 
was noted that they are looking for an additional layperson and an architect or engineer for their board. 
 
At the Code committee meeting the recreation director John Faggione presented on City Park rules, they reviewed a draft 
regarding same which they sent back to the recreation committee for changes, small cell fees, sidewalk and ADA compliance 
which are currently enforced by the DPW Director, multi-family inspection fees, missing house numbers and property 
registrations. 
 
The next Code meeting will be 12/4 at 6pm. The next Plumbing and Electrical Board meetings will be 12/4 at 5:30 and 5:45 
respectively.    
 
Mr. Belcher - Garbage pickup will be one day late due to the Veterans Day Holiday this week. During Thanksgiving week 4th 
ward garbage will be picked up on Wednesday before Thanksgiving and there will be no paper pickup as it is the 5th Friday that 
week.  
 Bulk waste is available from 7:15 to 11:30 on Saturdays with a dump pass.    The brush pile and compost pile are also available 
on Saturday mornings.  Bagged yard debris will be picked up on Mondays. Leaves will be collected if bagged.  Loose leaves will 
not be picked up until later in November. 
 
The pouring of the bridge deck took place on October 29th and there will be a 2nd road closure  on the weekend. 
 
The next DPW meeting will be 12/2/2019 at 6pm in the Council room. 
 
A motion was made by George Belcher and seconded by Lisa Randazzo to hire Dana Cohen as a part-time Bus Driver contingent 
on their passing a physical and drug screening. 
 

AYE: 7   ABSENT: 1 (Santini)   NAYS: 0   ABSTAIN: 0 CARRIED 
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A motion was made by George Belcher and seconded by David Bavoso to approve the CHA Agreement for additional inspection 
services for the bridge project PIN #8756.64. 

 
AYE: 7   ABSENT: 1 (Santini)   NAYS: 0   ABSTAIN: 0 CARRIED 

 
 
Mr. Belcher reminded everyone of the importance of participating in the upcoming Census in 2020. 
 
The next Tourism meeting will be Wednesday 11/13. 
 
 Mr. Santini – absent 
 
Mr. Foster- A motion was made by Regis Foster and seconded by Maria Mann to accept the monthly police report for October. 
 

AYE: 7   ABSENT: 1 (Santini)   NAYS: 0   ABSTAIN: 0 CARRIED 
 
Mr. Foster reviewed highlights of the report.  He congratulated Officers Card and Kerr on receiving Orange County 1st 
Responder Awards from Orange County. 
 
The next police committee meeting will be 12/13/2019 at 7:15 in the Mayor’s conference room.  It was noted that this meeting 
may be subject to re-scheduling. 
 
The next ADA committee meeting will be 12/2 at 6:30 pm 
 
Mrs. Mann- The IDA is scheduled to meet 11/18/2019 at 6pm. 
 
She announced the kick-off of the annual Joseph Kutcher Shoe Drive which will accept donations of new shoes and/or monetary 
donations. 
 
Mrs. Trovei  - Mrs. Trovei indicated the CDA and Finance committee have not met since the last meeting.  The next CDA 
meeting is 11/20 at 7pm and the next Finance meeting is 11/20 at 6:30.  After the finance meeting the first budget workshop 
will be held.  The second budget workshop will be held on 12/5 at 6:30. 

 
A motion was made by Kristin Trovei and seconded by George Belcher to pay the bills totaling $780,469.88 
 

AYE: 7   ABSENT: 1 (Santini)   NAYS: 0   ABSTAIN: 0 CARRIED 
 

A motion was made by Kristin Trovei and seconded by Stanley Seigel to approve the 2020 City Holiday schedule as follows:  
WHEREAS, the City of Port Jervis Common Council is obligated by contract with the CSEA Union to schedule adhere to a specific 
holiday schedule 

 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Common Council of the City of Port Jervis hereby approve the City Holiday below: 

 

                       City of Port Jervis Holiday Schedule 2020 

Day Date Holiday 

Wednesday 1-Jan New Year's Day 
Monday  20-Jan Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Monday  17-Feb President's Day 
Monday 25-May Memorial Day 
Friday 3-Jul Independence Day 
Monday 7-Sep Labor Day 
Monday 12-Oct Columbus Day 
Wednesday 11-Nov Veterans Day 
Thursday  26-Nov Thanksgiving Day 
Friday 27-Nov Day after Thanksgiving 
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Thursday  PM 24-Dec 1/2 Day Christmas Eve 
Friday 25-Dec Christmas Day 
Thursday  PM 31-Dec 1/2 Day New Year's Eve 

 
AYE: 7   ABSENT: 1 (Santini)   NAYS: 0   ABSTAIN: 0 CARRIED 

 
A motion was made by Kristin Trovei and seconded by Lisa Randazzo to approve a contract amendment for two employees 
#233 and #234.  

AYE: 7   ABSENT: 1 (Santini)   NAYS: 0   ABSTAIN: 0 CARRIED 
 
A motion was made by Kristin Trovei and seconded by Regis Foster to set a public hearing for the 2020 Budget on 11/25 at 7:16 
pm. 

AYE: 7   ABSENT: 1 (Santini)   NAYS: 0   ABSTAIN: 0 CARRIED 
 
Mr. Siegel – The Fire and Emergency management committee has not met since the last Council meeting.  The next meeting 
scheduled for 11/18 at 7pm has been cancelled and the December meeting will be 12/16 at 7pm.  
 
A motion was made by Stanley Siegel and seconded by David Bavoso to approve the following: 
Delaware Engine Company No. 2 requests the following member be removed from the rolls for the reason stated: 

Jessica J. Furman - voluntary resignation, not in good standings until a key is returned to the Company 

AYE: 7   ABSENT: 1 (Santini)   NAYS: 0   ABSTAIN: 0 CARRIED 
 
A motion was made by Stanley Siegel and seconded by George Belcher to approve the following: 
Excelsior Engine Company No. 5 requests the following member be removed from the rolls for the reason stated: 
 
Frank W. Fuller, Sr. - Deceased 10/12/2019 
 

AYE: 7   ABSENT: 1 (Santini)   NAYS: 0   ABSTAIN: 0 CARRIED 
 
A motion was made by Stanley Siegel and seconded by David Bavoso to approve the following: 
Howard Wheat Engine Company No. 4 requests the following be approved: 
  

1.       Host a member Christmas Party on 12/07/2019;  
2.       Host a Children’s Christmas Party on 12/15/2019; and   

3.       Assist the Salvation Army with their Red Kettle Drive during various dates over the Holiday Season 
 

AYE: 7   ABSENT: 1 (Santini)   NAYS: 0   ABSTAIN: 0 CARRIED 
 
Mr. Seigel announced the 9th annual Washingtonville Xmas parade on 12/7 for fire companies. He thanked firefighters for their 
quick response to the 100 Franklin Street fire.  
 
Housing Authority next meeting will be 11/26 7pm at Hillside Terrace. 
 
The Landlord association next meeting will be 11/14 at the hall at Goodwill Church.  He encouraged landlords to attend as they 
usually have guest speakers that are informative. 
 
He noted that the 3rd annual concert was a success in raising funds for the warming station. 
 
The next interfaith council meeting will be on 11/14 and on 11/23 there will be an open house at the warming station  
 
He expressed thanks to people who came out to vote. 
 
Mr. Siegel took the position that the broadcast of the meeting should be shut down when there is no further business being 
conducted or during executive session when there is no active meeting in progress. 
 
He requested that a letter be sent requesting our County representative be present at the meeting in Goshen for the Bridge 
Project. 
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Mr. Bavoso – He reminded everyone of the public hearing for the Comprehensive Code review at the 11/25 meeting.  He noted 
that the consultants will be present and do a review of the process for the public. 

 
 
For the Good of the City –  
 
Carol Zalek – Continued to try and understand all of the rules regarding the private use of public roads.  She also questioned 
access roads to be built in the future.  The Mayor indicated that there are no development plans at present.  All future projects 
will have to go through the planning process.   
 
Ed DeGroat – Questioned the sale of a street versus de-commissioning a road.  He also questioned the verification of property 
driveways and streets.  He also questioned where the new hotel downtown is that was projected to be built by the end of the 
year. 
 
Peter Grech – He partially agreed with Councilman Siegel on not broadcasting meetings when they are in executive session but 
if a meeting is reconvened it should be re-started.  He however objects to government control of the cameras.  He also 
expressed his opinion regarding redactions of FOIL requests and freedom of speech. 
 
 Mayor Kelly Decker – The Mayor informed everyone that the annual City tree lighting will take place at the Promenade on 
11/30/2019 beginning at 6pm with music and the arrival of Santa Claus at 6:30pm. 
 
He noted the revised council meeting schedule with executive session to begin at 6:30 and the regular portion of the meeting at 
7:15 pm with any additional executive session at the end if necessary. 
 
He congratulated the section winners from Ms. Conklin’s youth report and thanked Hank Dunn and the VFW post for the 
Veterans day parade. 
 
The Mayor gave the recreation report as follows: 

1. This past Saturday about a dozen adults and children braced the cold weather and came out to our annual fall clean 
up. We were able to clean up Veterans Park in preparation of the Veteran’s Day parade yesterday. Thank you to all 
that helped out! 

2. This winter PJ Recreation will be offering Indoor Soccer- at the Middle School and new and improved Youth Basketball 
at the ASK gym.  Both programs will run for 8 weeks. Basketball is scheduled to start on Saturday December 14 and 
run through February 15 with Soccer to start Thursday January 9 and run through February 27. Flyers will be 
distributed in the schools next week. Please check our Facebook and Instagram pages for more details. 

3. On Saturday November 23 the Outdoor Club of Port Jervis is presenting the 1st Annual Port Jervis Stone Challenge. 
This race or challenge is 2.4 miles down Skyline Path Trail and then back up with your stone. This new exciting event 
will take place rain, snow or shine. Register at www.runsignup.com/pjstonechallenge or contact the recreation office 
for more information. 

4. You can reach the Recreation office at 845-858-4045 or email us at recreationdirector@portjervisny.gov. 
5. The next Recreation Commission meeting has been rescheduled to Thursday November 21, 2019 at 7 pm at the Youth 

Center. It was originally scheduled for Wednesday November 20.    
 
The Mayor read a proclamation regarding the Trap, Spay and Neuter Program for feral cats and Project City Cat recognizing 
their contribution in honor of Bill Lloyd and his many dedicated years of service as director of the Deerpark Humane Society in 
support of animals. 
  
A motion was made by George Belcher and Stanley Siegel to approve the PJ Stone challenge Event on 11/23/2019.   

 
AYE: 7   ABSENT: 1 (Santini)   NAYS: 0   ABSTAIN: 0 CARRIED 

 
The Mayor submitted his proposed 2020 budget to the Council noting increased revenues with respect to building which should 
continue for 4 years.  He also noted that we have built in costs for bail reform but no revenue in this area.  There are requests 
for additional funding from NYS.  Increases in expenses are in the areas of Bail Reform, IT and human resources.  There are 
increases as discussed last year in expenses for Mayor, corporation counsel, council members.  There is a sewer fee increase as 
necessary to satisfy the NYS funders and our long-term commitment to raise those fees. 
 

http://www.runsignup.com/pjstonechallenge
http://www.runsignup.com/pjstonechallenge
mailto:recreationdirector@portjervisny.gov
mailto:recreationdirector@portjervisny.gov
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Mrs. Waizenegger noted the that difference between the draft budget and the Mayor’s proposed is potential capital note 
purchases which are displayed on the last page of the packet.  
 
Meeting Adjourned – Motion was made by George Belcher, seconded by Stanley Siegel to adjourn. 
 

AYE: 7   ABSENT: 1 (Santini)   NAYS: 0   ABSTAIN: 0 CARRIED 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:29 pm. 
Next Meeting is scheduled for 6:30 pm Monday November 25th, 2019. 
 

 
 Robin Waizenegger  

                                                                                                              City Clerk Treasurer 


